《Neighbour’s Living Water Commentary – Philippians》(Robert E. Neighbour)
Commentator

Published in 1939-1940, this is a timeless collection of Biblical analysis, exposition, and truths with a unique blend of literary creativity. The metaphor of a water well perfectly describes the depth of thought and spiritual clarity.

This commentary began from the author's sermon notes and was published in 14 volumes.

Dr. Robert Edward Neighbour worked extensively with Southern Baptist missions and pastored a number of churches, including the First Baptist Church of Atlanta, GA. While there, he started the Baptist Bible Union and left the Southern Baptist denomination behind. After a number of years at the helm of the BBU, he left and continued his work as an evangelist and missionary until his death in 1945.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-14
The Saints in Christ Jesus 
Phlippians 1:1-14 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We are entering a most remarkable Book written by the Holy Ghost through Paul. It is a Book that discloses many of those tender and gentle characteristics which mark the spiritually minded in Christ Jesus. By way of introduction we will seek to disclose some of those inner touches which abound in the opening verses. 

1. The joy of comradeship in Christ Jesus. "Paul and Timotheus": that is the way the chapter opens. The conjunction "and" seems to us to reveal the union between the two lives. It is not Paul alone, nor is it Timotheus alone nay, it is "Paul and Timotheus." 

And who was Paul? He was one of the greatest preachers of any age, or of all ages, a veritable pillar of strength, a tower among molehills. 

And who was Timothy? A youth, immatured thus far, and for the most part unknown in the Early Church. To be sure a youth tried and true, and a youth who from a child had known the Scriptures yet only a youth. 

How beautiful it is "Paul and Timotheus." Here is an inside view of Paul's humility of spirit on the one hand, and his spirit of self negation, on the other. The elder had comradeship with the younger, the seer with student; the beginner with the well-seasoned Calvary warrior. Even so it ought to be. 

2. The rightful naming of all leaders. "The servants of Jesus Christ." Here it is again. They were comrades in servitude. Paul had never outgrown his sense of slave-hood. He had never sought to put on certain marks which might designate his higher place of authority in Christ. He wore no "'stripes" on his shoulder as epaulets of honor; he did bear marks on his body. 

Paul never, never lifted himself above the place of a bondslave. Even his last Letters kept the mark of his lowly place a servant. He was one with Timothy, for both were alike servants. 

3. The unity of saints. The Epistle is not addressed to any certain and specified group of Christians at Philippi. The address reads: "To all the saints." That is the way it should read. Among the saints at Philippi there were the rich and the poor, the high and the lowly, the leaders and the led, the nobility and the plebian; however, Paul said, "To all the saints." 

4. The secret of oneness "in Christ Jesus." When it comes to rewards there is a necessary difference; when it comes to reigning with Christ there is a distinction. Never, however, is there a difference in the realms of grace. In Christ Jesus it is "all saints." In the Kingdom reign it is "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne." 

Grace never makes distinctions between saints, for grace is alike to all. 

5. The Father is not left out in Paul's salutation. Phlippians 1:2 says, "Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ." 

If it is Paul and Timotheus, in Phlippians 1:1 , it is the Father and the Son in Phlippians 1:2 . Some would like it to have read "Paul and Christ." They would let Timotheus drop out, and they would forget that the Father comes in. 

Beloved young people, let us not forget that it is God, the Father, who so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son. Let us not forget that it is God who commendeth His love toward us, in that Christ died for sinners. 

I. THE SPIRIT OF GRATITUDE AND APPRECIATION (Phlippians 1:3-5 ) 
1. Remembering one another. Paul said, "I thank my God upon every remembrance of you." His remembering was spontaneous. He did not need to be reminded he often thought of them, remembering the dear faces, and the beloved people he knew and loved at Philippi. He remembered them and thanked God for them. If they had mistreated him in aught, or had neglected him now and then, he forgot it; if they had now and then done him an injury, he passed it by. All that he remembered was their love and kindnesses, and he thanked God for it all. 

2. Praying for one another. It reads so delightfully, "Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy." Here are words built up like a great edifice. He could have written, simply, "I pray for you." But he said, "I always pray for you." He could have stopped at that, but he said, "I always pray in every prayer." That, however, did not satisfy the heart of Paul. For he went on and said, that he always prayed with joy. 

Here is a great climactic note. We may pray for one another now and again, but we do not in every prayer do so. We may pray for one another, and yet know no real thrill of joy in so praying. 

God give us more of the spirit of love and joy in our prayers. 

3. The great theme of Paul's prayer. Phlippians 1:5 gives this to us. "For your fellowship in the Gospel from the first day until now." 

Here is something very vital to Christian life the comradeship of saints. To be sure, our chief fellowship is with the Father and with His Son our Lord Jesus Christ; and yet, in Him, we have fellowship one with another. 

II. THE GREAT ASSURANCE (Phlippians 1:6 ) 
1. Paul expressed no confidence in the ability of the saints at Philippi to save themselves. Paul loved those in Philippi who knew the Lord, and he said many good things about them; however, he knew that the certainty of their final salvation, just the same as the beginning of their faith, did not depend on themselves. Christ is the Saviour. He is also the Keeper. Christ is the Beginner, and He is also the Finisher of redemption. 

It was the Apostle who cried out concerning himself, "I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day." 

Our flesh is not our Saviour. Our good deeds are not our Saviour. Neither do we trust in ourselves, but in the Lord. 

2. Paul had all confidence in Christ. 
(1) He knew that Christ began the good work in the saints. It was He who had died, and finished the redemptive work of Calvary. It was the Spirit who convicted them of sin, and who, upon their faith, quickened them into new life. 

(2) He knew that Christ was the Finisher of our faith. In Hebrews 12:1-29 we read of "Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith." This is the message to the Philippians: "He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." 

(3) He knew that great climax of redemption was "the day of Jesus Christ." That is the day of the redemption of our bodies. That is the day when we shall be gathered unto Him in the skies, to be forever with the Lord. 

III. THE PLACE OF AFFECTION (Phlippians 1:7 ) 
1. Paul said "I think of you all." There is that in the Christian life which knits life to life. There is a consideration and a thoughtful concern the one for the other in Christ, that surpasses all bounds. 

2. Paul said, "I have you in my heart." Even so. Is the heart not the seat of our affection? Is the heart not the proper place to hide away our truest friends? Christian love is a holy love. It is the most beautiful of all things in earth. "Now abideth faith, hope, charity (love), these three"; but the greatest of these is love. 
When we have the love of God in our hearts, we have also love one to another. In fact, if a man say, "I love God," and he loveth not his brother, how dwelleth the love of God in him? 

3. Paul said, "Ye all are partakers of my grace." The Apostle was evidently looking back to those days when he made his missionary journeys. It was the saints at Philippi who oft refreshed him. It was they who helped him forward in his task of preaching the Gospel to all saints, and to all men. 

The Apostle also referred to their fellowship with him in his sufferings in the Roman jail. He called it, "my bonds." Whether in the hour of his travels and freedom, or in the hour of his incarceration, the Philippians were the same always true in their devoted assistance to the Apostle. 

Best of all is this: Paul called both his missionary journeys and his imprisonment, "My grace." He seemed to count it all joy to suffer, and also a grace from God to be imprisoned. 

IV. THE YEARNINGS OF A TRUE HEART (Phlippians 1:8-9 ) 
1. The depth of Paul's inner heart throbs. Paul said: "God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ." One would now think of Paul as a devoted lover, absent from the one he loved, but ever longing for her. Indeed, he was a lover. First of all, he loved God; and then he loved all saints. However, Paul had a very special love to the saints at Philippi. He called God to record as to the greatness of his love, and of his longings after the welfare of those whom he had led to Christ. 

It is not enough to have a true service in behalf of others. We must have a service which pulls at the heartstrings. 

Our Lord Jesus had compassion upon many. He loved the common people. The word "compassion" has a splendid definition in Phlippians 1:8 , when Paul said: "I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ." He seemed to say, My longings for you are of a similar fibre with those of Christ Jesus. In fact, he said, they are in Jesus Christ. 

2. The yearning prayer. Phlippians 1:9 gives us these words: "And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment." That they loved God there was no doubt; but Paul prayed for them, that they might abound in love. He did not suggest that in one moment they could be made perfect in love, for he said, "Yet more and more." 

V. THE THINGS WHICH ARE EXCELLENT (Phlippians 1:10 ) 
There are two outstanding things in Phlippians 1:10 : 

1. "That ye may approve things that are excellent." We wonder if it would be difficult for the young people to make a list of those things which they highly prize, of those things which are excellent in their conceptions. 

Would their "Excellent things" be the same as the things which Paul had in mind as, in the Holy Ghost he wrote to the Phillippians? 

God has His good things, and His better things; He also has His best. There are things which are even superlative in the sight of God. They are the excellent things. They are excellent because they excel. They are excellent because they are uncontaminated by carnality. They are excellent because they are brilliants as they shine in the realm of Christian graces. 

We have no doubt that love love to God and love to all saints, as well as love to a lost world, would head the list. When Paul wrote of love, he called it the more excellent way. It is the more excellent, because love excels in all things. 

In the things more excellent, we must place faith and hope and peace and joy, and all of the fruits of the Spirit. 

The fact is that our next verse, Phlippians 1:11 , calls these things, "the fruits of righteousness." 

2. "That ye may be sincere and without offence." We have two things here, in one: 

(1) Sincerity means reality. It is something that knows no compromise, and displays no camouflage. It is the gold tried in the fire. It is the genuine, and not the counterfeit. It rings true under every test. 

(2) "Without offense" means first of all what Paul said, "I know nothing by (against) myself." It means, "My conscience is void of offense toward God and toward men." 

Offense, then, may be toward God, on the one hand, and it may be toward our brethren, on the other. The ideal Christian life is a life that never eats meat, if meat makes a brother to offend. Instead of dragging down, it lifts up. 

VI. THE FRUITS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (Phlippians 1:11 ) 
1. The call of God is a call to fruit bearing. We will never forget the words of our Lord concerning "fruit, more fruit, and much fruit." In the Old Testament days the Lord planted Him a vine out of Egypt. He caused it to take deep root, and it filled the land. His vine sent out its boughs unto the sea, and its branches unto the river. 

As we behold that vine today, we find its hedges broken down, and all of those who pass by do pluck her. "The boar out of the wood doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field doth devour it." 

Why was this vine burned with fire? Why was it trodden down? There is but one answer: The Lord looked for it to bear fruit, even grapes, but it bore wild grapes. 

Israel today is smitten before the Almighty because she was a fruitless vine. The Lord also has planted another vine, and He is looking for fruit. It was to this vine that Paul referred when he said "being filled with the fruits of righteousness." 

2. The call of God is a call unto the glory and praise of God. We are not to bear fruit that we may glorify ourselves. It is written: "Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit." 

Whatsoever we do should be done to the glory of God. Let no man glory in the flesh, and let no man glory in men. He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. If we should not glory in the flesh, then we should not live in order to obtain human glory. 

We love the Old Testament statement, "That they might be unto Me for a people, and for a name, and for a praise, and for a glory." 

The New Testament puts it this way: "Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people." But why are we these four things? The Scripture is, plain: "That ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light." 

VII. THE FURTHERANCE OF THE GOSPEL (Phlippians 1:12-14 ) 
1. A new way of judging the events which befall us. The Apostle Paul said: "The things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the Gospel." He wanted the Philippians to understand these things. 

The Apostle did not parade his sufferings and his sorrows as though he had been mistreated, misjudged, and even forsaken of God. He rather gathered up everything that could happen unto himself: all of the heartaches, all of the stripes, the fastings, the shipwrecks, the imprisonment in Rome all of these, said he, have had one purpose and one accomplishment: the furtherance of the Gospel. 

Would we be willing to labor in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft, if we thought that thereby our ministry might be made more effective for Christ? 

2. A new way of preaching Christ. Phlippians 1:13 is most marvelous: "So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places." 

Think of it: Paul was preaching the Gospel not only with his lips, but also with his bonds. It was not so much what he said that had impressed the king in the palace at Rome, as it was the way he bore his imprisonment. There was something in Paul himself; in his love, and joy, and patience, and faithfulness, which magnified Christ. 

3. A new way of encouraging others. The Apostle also said that the brethren in the Lord waxed confident by reason of his bonds, and were made more bold to speak the Word without fear. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
We often make a great mistake, thinking that God is not guiding us at all, because we cannot see far ahead. But this is not His method. He only undertakes that the steps of a good man should be ordered by the Lord. Not next year, but tomorrow. Not the next mile, but the next yard. Not the whole pattern, but the next stitch in the canvas. If you expect more than this, you will be disappointed, and get * * into the dark. But this will secure to you leading in the right way, as you will acknowledge when you review it from the hilltops of Glory. We cannot ponder too deeply the lessons of the cloud given in the exquisite picture-lesson on guidance in Numbers 9:15-23 . Let us look high enough for guidance. Let us encourage our souls to wait only upon God, till it is given. Let us cultivate that meekness which He will guide in judgment. Let us seek to be of quick understanding, that we may be apt to see the least sign of His will. Let us stand with girded loins and lighted lamps, that we may be prompt to obey. F. B. Meyer. 

Verses 15-30
Preaching Christ 
Phlippians 1:15-30 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. Some preach Christ of envy and strife. Of one thing we are sure: we are commanded to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered. Of another thing we may be equally sure: we are not to preach Christ with contention. 

The word in II Timothy says, "The servant of the Lord must not strive." To the contrary we are told to "be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient." In meekness we are to instruct "those that oppose themselves." 

Whenever we permit ourselves to use the pulpit, dedicated to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as a place to inflict our indignation and contempt against personalities, we are contrary to the Spirit of the Master. 

Even in opposing sin and its ravages, we must do so in a spirit of grief and compassion, and not in the spirit of strife. 

2. Some preach Christ to add affliction to others, Paul, in Phlippians 1:16 , said: "The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds." 

This is even worse than the other. How was it possible that men who professed to know God and His Gospel, should become so opposed to the Apostle Paul? One would think that Paul's scars and bonds would have sufficed. But their desire to add affliction upon affliction is almost unbelievable. 

For our part, we think that we should be very careful in condemning others. It is to their own Lord they stand or they fall. 

3. Others preach Christ of good will and of love. Remember both of these parties were preaching Christ, and perhaps preaching Christ in sincerity, even though some were contentious and given over to strife and envy. 

These who preached through good will and through love were far more acceptable to God. They realized that Paul was set for the defense of the Gospel, and not for its destruction. Wherever there is love and good will, there the spirit of Christ is being made manifest. 

4. Paul's conclusion. Phlippians 1:18 is one of the Scriptures which opens up the very throbbings of Paul's heart. It reads thus: "What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice." 

These words should teach each of us a great lesson. Suppose some people do preach Christ in a way which is altogether contrary to our own method. So long as the message is true, the Gospel is preached, and Christ is glorified, let us rejoice. 

The disciples wanted to bring down fire against some who walked not with them. The Lord immediately rebuked them. It is still true that the dear saints who are not against Christ are for Him. They may make many mistakes and they may err in their spirit, and even in some of their minor doctrinal positions. Let us, however, rejoice if Christ is preached. 

We need, today, in the churches, among those who love the Lord Jesus in sincerity and in truth, and who preach Him faithfully, a deeper spirit of comradeship. 
I. A CAUSE FOR REJOICING (Phlippians 1:18 ) 
1. Rejoicing when Christ is preached. We remember the story of how Dr. F. B. Meyer sat on the platform listening to George H. C. MacGreggor preaching one of his (Meyer's) Sermons. He said his friend seemed unaware that he was doing this; and Dr. Meyer would not have cared so much, only that Mr. MacGreggor was preaching it better than he could do it. Thus Dr. Meyer became jealous and even cross about it. 

Suddenly Dr. Meyer woke up to the fact that his spirit was affecting his good friend MacGreggor, and that MacGreggor was losing power in his message. Then Meyer prayed, "O God, fill me with Thy love for MacGreggor." As he prayed, his very soul began to well up with even more than the old love, and MacGreggor began to preach better and better. 

Paul said something real when he said concerning those who preached Christ, hoping to add affliction to him in his bonds, "Notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice." 

2. Rejoicing at the results which follow the preaching of Christ. There is joy over one sinner that repenteth joy in the presence of the angels. There is also joy among saints. How happy are we when we see the Word working to the salvation of the lost. 

There is joy also to the sinner who receives the message of truth and crowns Christ as Saviour. At Pentecost they who gladly received His Word were baptized. Have we not heard, "With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation"? 

There is joy to the saved in the time of Christ's Coming. Paul wrote: "For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His Coming?" So there is joy here, and there is joy over there. 

Christ Himself shall rejoice. Indeed, the preaching of the Gospel means to Christ the outgathering and upgathering of those for whom He died. "He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied." 

Surely He will joy over us all with great joy and with rejoicing. 

II. IN NOTHING ASHAMED (Phlippians 1:20 ) 
1. Paul's first great expectation "That in nothing I shall be ashamed." Methinks that the Apostle had the judgment seat of Christ in view. So far as this earth was concerned, he was willing to be considered as the offscouring of the earth. That, however, was chiefly among the enemies of the Cross. Among the saved, he wanted to stand acquitted of all blame. His chiefest desire, however, was to be found acceptable before Christ, at the Bema judgment seat (2 Corinthians 5:1-21 ). 

We wonder if all Christians have this in mind as their chief ambition "in nothing * * ashamed"? Let us remind ourselves, then, that we must sustain down here a conscience void of offense toward God and toward men. We must live in so godly a way, that we know nothing against ourselves. For if our own hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts. 

"In nothing * * ashamed" nothing in the doing of evil; nothing in the failing to do the good. "In nothing * * ashamed" nothing that makes us blush, nothing that would cause us to draw back from Him at His Coming. Nothing now; nothing then. 

2. Paul's second great expectation: That "Christ shall be magnified in my body." This is the acme of Christian living doing all to the glory of God. It is ours to adorn the Gospel of grace now, and to adorn the brow of our blessed Lord in Heaven; whether in life, or in death, to magnify Christ to magnify Him now, in the body, and then, forevermore. 

Let us not make excuses about the weakness of our flesh, and the evils of our hearts God is able to deliver us. Paul once spoke of dragging about a body of "death." Now he speaks of a body magnifying Christ. He had passed out of Romans 7:1-25 , with its groanings, and its despair, into the eighth chapter, where the paeans of the life of victory in the Spirit are sounding out the victory in Christ. 

Have you this great desire to magnify Christ in your body? Think of the possibilities which were Paul's, and are yours. "Ye are * * that ye should." Ye are what? A chosen generation born-again ones that, ye may show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

III. TO LIVE IS CHRIST (Phlippians 1:21 ) 
Years ago at least forty years we heard Dr. G. Campbell Morgan preach on this text. Unto this day we remember his outline. We will use it now. The headings only are his, and these may vary, somewhat, from lapse of memory. 

1. Paul meant to say, For to me to BEGIN to live is Christ; that is, Christ is the beginning of my life. Apart from Him, we had never known life. He is the Author as well as the Finisher of our faith. 

It was when we met Him at His Cross and believed on Him that the new life began to surge through our being. "At the cross, at the cross, where I first saw the light," is true of us all. 

2. Paul meant to say, For to me to continue to live is Christ ; that is, Christ is the Sustainer of our life. If we began in Him, we also continue through Him. He is the Sustainer of our life, inasmuch as our lives and His are linked together in an indissoluble glory. It is the story of the vine and the branch. The two are linked and interlinked; woven and interwoven. One cannot tell just where the life of the branch begins, and where the life of the vine ends. The very life of the branch is the continual interflow of the life of the vine. 

3. Paul meant to say, Christ is the power of my life; all I do, I do because of His enabling. Even now He is saying, "All power is Mine, go, and, lo, I am with you." He is the great power which enables me to serve Him, and to live for Him. I am living out, what He lives into me; I am working out, what He is working in me. 

4. Paul meant to say, Christ is the climax of my life. Everything I do is for Him. I seek not my own, but His. I do all things to please Him, and to give Him glory. My great concern is to be found in Him, accepted and approved. 

Whether I eat, or drink, I do it all for Him. If I give a cup of cold water, I give it in His Name. 

5. Paul meant to say, for to me to live is to produce Christ. Christ was the product of his life. This was true because Christ in him was all he was, and all he did. When he lived, Christ lived again. 

6. Paul meant to say that Christ was the great conclusion of his life. He lived that he might be forever with the Lord. 

IV. IN A STRAIT BETWIXT TWO THINGS (Phlippians 1:22-24 ) 
1. "To abide in the flesh is more needful for you." The Apostle Paul had known a very strenuous, self-sacrificing, and suffering life. He had wrought as few men had wrought; He had given up what few others had given up; he had suffered for Christ as few have ever suffered. He was now, therefore, willing to go or willing to stay. 

As he faced the two possibilities, that of remaining with the saints, and that of going on to be with the Lord, he said: "I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you." 

Thus it was that Paul said: "What I shall choose I wot not." If he lived, it was for Christ; or if he died, it was gain, for to die was to be with Christ. 

We have time to consider only the statement, "To abide in the flesh is more needful for you. The Apostle still longed to do for others. A friend who was with Billy Sunday when he was in the hospital, near to death, heard Billy Sunday pray, "Lord, if You will give me back my strength, I would like to strike a few more licks for Thee." Why else should we desire life, as Christians, if it is not to make that life count for others? If it were not that we might save some, and lead others to walk the closer with God, we had better go to be with Him. 

2. "To be with Christ; which is far better." A little later, Paul wrote to the Philippians and said: "Ye are my joy and crown." 

In Phlippians 1:22 Paul said, evidently referring to the saints whom he should meet beyond, "This is the fruit of my labour." 

There was no fear with Paul as he looked into the beyond. He went so far as to say it was far better. He knew that to die was gain because to die was to be with Christ. That also was the fruit of his labor. 

We, too, should live in the glorious anticipation of being forever with the Lord. 

V. PAUL'S IDEAL OF LIFE (Phlippians 1:22-23 ) 
1. The furtherance of your joy and faith. The words above express Paul's conception of continuing to live among the brethren. He said that he had confidence that he would abide and continue with the saints. He had not thought, however, of taking a rest; and he felt no desire to quit serving. As long as a drop of blood was in his body, he wanted to spend and be spent in behalf of the saints. 

A man who had labored so long, knew not how to rest. Mrs. Neighbour and I were escorted in Bethlehem to the dungeon in which Jerome translated the Bible. We marveled that in a place underground, with a mere flickering torch, one could have had the courage of faith, and the energy of the Spirit, to undertake so great a task. There is, however, in all true saints, something within them that will not let them go. Jeremiah said: "I will not * * speak any more in His Name." His persecutions were so severe, and the people were so hardened against him, that he seemed to say, "What's the use?" Then he added: "But His Word was in mine heart as a burning fire * * and I could not stay." 

There is something in the true believer's heart that presses him on and on in behalf of others for the furtherance of their joy and of their faith! 

2. The life more abundant. Paul was not satisfied to get people saved. He wanted to see Christ formed in them. He wanted them to grow into the measure of the stature of Jesus Christ. He wanted their rejoicing to be more abundant in Jesus Christ. 

We need to remember that there are always higher reaches, holier vision, and an enlarged fullness of the Lord for all saints. Let us do our part in bringing this about. 

VI. GOSSIPING THE GOSPEL (Phlippians 1:27 ) 
1. "Let your conversation be as it becometh the Gospel of Christ." Our Scripture verse is so wonderful. This is the way it reads: "Only let your conversation be as it becometh the Gospel of Christ." 

There is a little verse in Titus where we read of adorning the Gospel or, the doctrine of God. Here we read of our living adorning the Gospel. The word "becometh" to us suggests a similar thought with the word "adorning." A dress becomes its wearer when it adorns her, and makes her the more beautiful. 

The Gospel of Christ is so marvelous that it would seem impossible for us by our conversation to make it more beautiful, and yet that is just what we can do. We can put the Gospel into our way of living, and into our way of talking; we can gossip the Gospel with words chosen and selected, and thus glorify and magnify it. 

It seems to us that the whole thought of Paul is that saints should continually be speaking of the Lord. It is not a mere negative statement, that we should not allow our conversation to harm the Gospel. That would have to be stated with a "Thou shalt not." The Holy Spirit is rather seeking a positive magnifying and glorifying of the Gospel. 

We have seen some men and women who seldom speak without telling the story of God's love. It seems as natural for them to talk about the Lord Jesus as it is for them to breathe. You expect nothing else from them. 

Other Christians whom we have met, never appear to have anything to say about Christ in the general run of their conversation. They talk much, every way, about everything; but in no way do they converse concerning the Gospel. 

2. "Stand fast in one spirit, with one mind." It was not merely for the isolated individual that Paul prayed; it was rather for the whole Church all of the saints. He wanted them to gossip the Gospel with a unity of spirit and of mind. He wanted them to strive together for the faith of the Gospel. This was the power of the Early Church. They were together, with one heart and one mind in Christ. Schisms and divisions had not yet been known. Carnalities had not yet arisen. 

God grant that once again we may have a united church, all spiritual, all conversing Christ, and all contending for the faith. 

VII. IN BEHALF OF CHRIST (Phlippians 1:28-30 ) 
1. "In nothing terrified by your adversaries." When saints are persecuted there is an evident double token. First, it is a token that the adversaries are sons of perdition, that they are lost. Secondly, it is an evident token that the saved are sons of salvation, and of God. 

Why then should we be terrified? The enemy can do no more than destroy our bodies; and they can only do this in the will of God. All the enemies which Satan can gather cannot touch our eternal joys, nor can they do more than hasten the day when we shall see our Lord. 

2. It is given to saints to suffer. Phlippians 1:29 says: "For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake." 

I wonder if all of us like the word "also," and the words, "not only." " Not only to believe * * but also to suffer." 

To believe is to receive. It is to obtain eternal life. Belief is the hand that takes. We all like this very much. We rightly rejoice in eternal life, but God tells us it is not only to believe. Faith must be followed by confession, by separation from the world, by dedication unto Christ. Faith must be followed by a holy affiance to our Lord. Faith, therefore, entails suffering for His sake. If He suffered, shall not they who align themselves with Him also suffer? 

If He is outside the camp; and if we are going to Him, we, too, must go outside the camp. 

The Lord Jesus never made it easy to get a disciple. He plainly said: "In the world ye shall have tribulation." He also said: "If the world hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it hated you." 

Thus Paul took a like position. How can any of us expect to live a holy life, without suffering the sneers of those who think it strange that we run not with them to the same excess of riot? 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
The art of photography is now so perfect that the whole side of a great newspaper can be taken in miniature so small as to be carried in a little pin or button, and yet every letter and point be perfect. So the whole life of Christ is photographed in one little phrase "Not to be ministered unto, but to minister." He came not to be served. * * He came to serve. He went about doing good. He altogether forgot Himself. He served all He met who would receive His service. At last He gave His life in uttermost service giving it a ransom for others. He came not to be ministered unto, but to minister. You say you want to be like Christ. You pray Him to print His own image on your heart. Here, then, is the image. It is no vague dream of perfection that we are to think of when we ask to be made like Christ. The old monks thought that they were in the way to become like Christ when they went into the wilderness, away from men, to live in cold cells or on tall columns. But that is not the thought which this picture suggests. "To minister" that is the Christlike thing. Instead of fleeing away from the world, we are to live among men, to serve them, to seek to bless them, to do them good, to give our life for them. J. R. Miller. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-30

How Christians Should Live 
Phlippians 2:1-30 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We were told that when Minister Wu, of China, was addressing an American audience in Washington, D. C., upon comparative religions, he said that the difference between Christianity and Confucianism lay in the two ideals. The ideals of Confucianism consisted of ethics which were possible of human attainment, whereas the ethics of Christ were beyond the reach of mankind. He illustrated the ethics of Christ, by a partial reading of the Beatitudes, set down in the sermon on the mount. We were told that he said men in the flesh could not live so high and so holy as Christ of Nazareth demanded. 

We agree with Minister Wu, in so far as the natural man is concerned. However, that which is impossible to one living in the flesh, is possible to the one who walks in the Spirit. The chapter we are considering today, presents some of the highest reaches of Christian life. We will study it therefore, not seeking merely to know what God asks of His children, but seeking, withal, to know the power from above, through which such a life is made possible. 

By way of introducing the chapter we will consider the two opening verses, putting their different statements in the form of queries. 

1. Is there any consolation in Christ? Paul presupposed that there was, when he said, "If there be therefore any consolation in Christ * * fulfill ye my joy." We believe, indeed, that our God is the God of all consolation, and the God of all comfort. The first chapter of I Corinthians definitely says so. In Phlippians 2:3 , He is called the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort. In Phlippians 2:6 , He is our consolation. In Phlippians 2:7 , He is the same. 

The Corinthians knew what it was to be troubled on every hand. Their afflictions abounded, but whether they were persecuted or afflicted their consolations also abounded. Paul told them, "Our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation." 

2. Is there any comfort of love? This is more than consolation. To us the thought of "the comfort of love" is that of John leaning his head upon the breast of his Lord. That he loved Christ, we know. We also know that Christ loved him. In the upper room there was much of sorrow among the disciples, because of Christ's words concerning His death. Mid all the distress, John quietly dropped his head over and rested upon the Lord. Have you known this comfort of love, which is your heritage? 

3. Is there any fellowship of the Spirit? The benediction as given in the last verse of II Corinthians includes the expression, the fellowship of the Holy Ghost. What is this fellowship? It is a partnership. It is a union, and a comradeship with the Spirit, in all that the Spirit is and does. 

The Lord Jesus Christ sent the Holy Ghost as a Paraclete; one to walk at our side. Do we revel in this wonderful privilege which is ours? Alas, some believers have never so much as known whether there be an Holy Ghost. Let us yield ourselves fully unto Him, that we may really have the fellowship of the Spirit. 

4. Are there any bowels and mercies? This is a peculiar expression to us, because, when we think of bowels, we do not think of meries; but what the Lord had in mind are those tender administrations of mercies which have to do with the physical and natural man, providing for the needs of saints. We are familiar with the statement, "But whoso * * seeth his brother hath need and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him how dwelleth the love of God in him?" Truly the Spirit of Christ is the Spirit of loving watch-care, the Spirit that provides for the needs of others. 

How dark the world would be if the Lord Jesus had not demonstrated the deeper meanings of tender mercies toward others? He, though rich above, became poor, that we through his poverty might be made rich. 

5. The call, "Fulfill ye my joy." This statement is climactic. What the apostle is saying is that the four things noted above indwelling the saints, would make him happy. He knew that the way to fill others with joy, was to manifest these marvelous heights of spiritual light; for, where ever these qualifications are lacking, joy is lacking. Where ever they are found, there is peace and compassion, and blessed fellowship. 

I. THE SECRET OF CHRISTIAN UNITY (Phlippians 2:2-4 ) 
We have just been considering the fellowship of the Spirit. That fellowship leads to fellowship with one another. The fellowship one with another is thus stated in verses two to four: 

1. "That ye be likeminded, having the same love." Of course when we are likeminded we have one mind, and we naturally have one accord. You remember, doubtless, at Pentecost how the saints were filled with the Spirit, and how it is written, "And they continued steadfastly, * * in fellowship." We also read, "And all that believed were together, and had all things common." Then come the words, "And they continuing daily with one accord." 

Such a unity, is the call of God. In one place it is expressed as "The unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace." The church is rent with sects and cisms. This is because the church is not dominated with the Spirit of Christ. Where the Holy Spirit rules, we have everyone taking the same care one for another. 

2. "Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory." If we will only fulfill God's call, and walk in lowliness of mind; if we will esteem each, the other better than himself; if we will look every man not upon his own things, but upon the things of others, we will find the secret of unity in the Spirit. As long as we are self-centered and proud, and given to vainglorying we will create strife and contention. So many are prone to say, "I must have my rights." They also say, "If I do not look after Number 1, no one else will." 

The pathway to unity in Christ, is a lowly path. It is the path where we are not looking after ourselves, but after the saints with whom we mix and mingle. Would that this Spirit of the Lord, might dominate us. The words ring in our minds: "The things of others." Weigh this matter. Write it over every day's work that you do, over every gift that you make, over every service you render. If we live for Christ, we will live for others. If we live for others, we will be living in the Spirit of Christ. 

II. THE MIND OF CHRIST (Phlippians 2:5-8 ) 
1. Saints are admonished to have the mind of Christ. No doubt many of you have read the book, "In His Steps." This book indeed carries a very high ideal, teaching us that we should live as Christ lived in all things. We fear the book, however, fails to tell us how this life can be lived. There is only one way to walk in the footsteps of Christ, and that is by having Christ, the mind of Christ, in Us. 

2. The mind of Christ set forth. Phlippians 2:6-7 and Phlippians 2:8 tell us about the mind of Christ, which we are to exemplify. 

(1) It was the mind, as seen in One Who was God. Verse 6 tells us that, "Being in the form of God, He thought it not robbery to be equal with God. We all know that Jesus Christ is God. "For in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." We cannot now discourse upon the deity of Christ. It is acclaimed in the whole Bible. He was God incarnate in flesh. What we wish now to emphasize, is that none of us in our inherent worth and glory, can even dare to make ourselves comparable to His inherent glory and Godhead. 

(2) It was the mind of God, making Himself of no reputation. The Lord Jesus took upon Himself the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men. Surely we may do well to have this mind in us. If our Lord received not honor of men, should we? If our Lord never sought to Himself of reputation; why should we be so particular about ours? If our Lord took the form of a servant, why should we desire to be recognized as lords? 

(3) It was the mind of God, the God-man, to humble Himself. His humiliation went so far as obedience unto death, even the death of the ignominious Cross. Upon that Cross, the One who knew no sin, the One who was the Creator of all things; the One who was God manifest in flesh, hung between two thieves, malefactors, the scum of men. 

Shall we exalt ourselves, when He humbled Himself? Shall we demand to live, when He was willing to die? Shall we demand in death, a bed of roses, when He died on a rugged Cross? Shall we seek to die mid our friends, when He died between His enemies? 

III. THE EXALTATION OF CHRIST (Phlippians 2:9-11 ) 
1. God hath also highly exalted Him. The little word "also" is full of meaning. It tells us that Christ's humbling of Himself, was the cause of God's exalting Him. God highly exalted Him, because He humbled Himself even unto death. 

Think not that Jesus had not always been exalted; for, He had been equal with the Father in glory. Phlippians 2:9 does no more than tell us that the Cross which He bore, made possible a new glory, a new exaltation. In the book of Revelation this high exaltation of the Son of God, our Saviour, is explained in chapters four and five thus: "Worthy is the lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing." Thus, Christ received a new honor because of His humiliation. The parallel for us, is this: if we will humble ourselves with Him, we shall be exalted with Him; if we suffer with Him, we shall reign with Him; if we go outside the camp with Him and bear his reproach, we shall go inside the camp and bear His renown. 

2. God hath given Him a name that is above every name. I cannot tell you that name. In His Second Advent, as He rides upon the white horse, we read: "He had a name written, that no man knew but He Himself." There is a name that Jesus Christ will bear, when He returns to earth; at that name every knee will bow. Then all will confess that Jesus Christ, is Lord, to the Glory of the Father. 

Think you that the saints who have been victors in Christ, and have gone out with Him, bearing His shame shall not also have a name? Listen to these words, "To him that overcometh, will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth save he that receiveth it." 

3. God hath commanded that every knee should bow, and every tongue should confess Jesus Christ is Lord. That will be a wonderful day, when all things in heaven, and earth, and under the earth, and every tongue, shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. God wants every one to do that now, of his own free will, and unto his present salvation. Deep in our own hearts we feel that if anyone refuses to bow now, confessing Christ; he will be compelled to bow (to his condemnation) acknowledging that Christ is God. 

IV. WORKING OUT OUR SALVATION (Phlippians 2:12-13 ) 
1. The great wherefore. The apostle Paul is addressing his beloved. He is writing, in the Spirit, to those in Christ who have obeyed the Lord, not as in His presence only, but also in His absence. These are the ones he addresses with the great wherefore. 

The word "wherefore" links Phlippians 2:12 and Phlippians 2:13 unto all that we have been considering today. It tells us that, in view of all that Christ is, and all that He has done; in view of the fact that He is God, and yet that He took upon Himself the form of a servant, and became in fashion as a man; in view of the fact that he was obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross; and, in view of the fact that having been and having done all of this He was highly exalted and given a name; that we should "wherefore," (for this reason,) work out our own salvation. 

2. The deeper meaning of "working out your own salvation." The salvation referred to, is the exaltation which Christ will bring with Him, for us: it is the new name which Christ will give those who overcome. 

There is no one who knows the Scripture, who would dare for one moment to suggest that any man can work for salvation from sin and for eternal life. We are saved by the blood of the Lamb. We are saved by grace through faith. Both of which is not of ourselves; we are saved, not of works, lest any man should boast. Wherever there are works, there is no grace. 

Now, however, those addressed as "beloved," as "obedient"; those addressed as the "servants of God," and "of Jesus Christ" are urged to go on through with Christ, that they may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His suffering; being conformed unto His death. 

It is the saints who are urged to have the mind of Christ in them, that thus they may work out their own salvation with fear and trembling. Not afraid by any means, that they might loose eternal life; not trembling because they may fall into Hell; no such thing as that. They are to work out that glorious consummation called here salvation. It is of this salvation that Peter speaks, when he says, "salvation ready to be revealed in the last time," It is the salvation of which we read in Hebrews, "And unto them that look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation." 
3. God's promised help. If anyone is afraid that he may never attain unto this high Christian life, exemplified in the mind and life of Christ, Phlippians 2:13 gives you a promise, "For it is God which worketh in you, both to will and to do of His good pleasure." Are we then trying to work for our salvation from Hell? Not at all. We are working out, what God is working in; and that is the high reaches of power both to will and to do the good pleasures of God. The result of doing that good pleasure will be our new exaltation, and our new name. 

V. A CALL TO BLAMELESS AND HARMLESS LIVING (Phlippians 2:14-18 ) 
1. We must not murmur concerning our call to humility. Some might say, "Yes, I'll take the Calvary route." I will give up strife, and vainglorying. I will walk in lowliness of mind; I will esteem others better than myself; I will not look on my own things, but at the things of others in other words I will have the mind of Christ. To such a one God says, do all these things without murmuring and disputing. Never complain as you suffer. Never murmur as you pay the price. If you glory at all, glory in your humiliations, and debasements, and sufferings, but never murmur concerning them. 

2. We must be the sons of God, without rebuke. When are we without rebuke? When we are blameless; and harmless, because we are blameless. Neither is our blameless-ness suggestive of the fact that God does not see evil in us. It does mean that we are blameless, in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation. The world can find no fault within us. Our manner of life is without blame, and being without blame we are causing no harm. We are not causing a wicked people to blaspheme God, because of what we are and do. In the epistle of Peter we are told that we should show forth the praises of Him who is called out of darkness into His glorious light. 

When sons of God are not blameless, their lives are always a bane and not a blessing. 

3. We must shine as lights in the world. Oh, that Christians would realize the dignity of their position. What Christ was to the world, so are we. He said I am the light of the world. Now we are told to shine as lights in the world. Think of the gloom and darkness there would be on earth, if the sun and the moon and the stars failed to shine. Think of the darkness when we shine not. 

VI. PAUL'S DESIRE TO REJOICE IN THE DAY OF CHRIST (Phlippians 2:16-18 ) 
1. The apostle's final admonition. After he had called upon the saints at Phillipi to live blameless, and harmless, as the sons of God; after he had urged them to shine as lights in the world; he closed with this significant statement, "Holding forth the word of life." He did not tell them that they were the word of life, but he did tell them that they could hold it forth, and proclaim it, and live it. 

Do you remember how the apostle said to Timothy, "Keep that which is committed to thy trust?" I am holding in my hand the Bible. It is the only Word that is life, and that can beget life. What a wonderful privilege is ours to preach it, and to tell it forth. We have seen it working, and we know its power. 

2. The apostle's great desire. Why had Paul admonished the saints at Philippi? In order that he might rejoice in the days to come. Paul wrote to the saints at Thessalonica saying, "For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, at His coming?" Yes, they were his glory, and his joy. 

How would Paul feel if the saints of Philippi, should not be confessed among the overcomers? He would feel just as sad, as he would feel happy, if, in that day they were approved. 

3. The apostle's dread. What! Did Paul have any fear concerning these delightful believers in Philippi? Perhaps not, but he plainly told them that if they did not stand approved, so that he could rejoice in the day of Christ, he would feel that he had run in vain, and had labored in vain. Here is something for every pastor to consider. Are you so preaching to your people, and so instructing them in the deeper things of God, that you may present them not as babes, but as full grown, and perfect before the Bema, at His coming? 

VII. TWO GREAT HEROES OF THE FAITH (Phlippians 2:19-28 ) 
1. The young man Timothy. Paul was sending Timothy shortly unto the saints of Philippi and he said some things about him, which are worthy of note. 

(1) He said, "I have no man likeminded who will naturally care for your state. For, all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's." 

Study these words at your leisure in connection with the Phlippians 2:3-5 , which we have already considered. Paul told these saints about "lowliness of mind" about "esteeming others better than themselves," about "looking every man on the things of others." Now, Paul used Timotheous as an example. He thinks of no man more likeminded, to care for the things of others. Then he adds, "For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's." 

(2) He said, "Ye know the proof of him." Then the apostle referred to how Timothy had been to him, as a son is to a father; and how he had served him in the Gospel. Thank God for Timothy. 

2. The man Epaphroditus. 
(1) Paul speaks of this man as a brother, a companion in labor, a fellow soldier, and as one who had ministered to his wants. Time forbids longer discourse, but our hearts and minds are filled as we ask, simply, can these things be said of you? 

(2) Paul tells of this man's longings and heaviness for the saints. If you want one of the sweetest touches of Christian character to be found in the Bible, read this. Epaphroditus longed for them, and was heavy for them, because, "That ye had heard that he had been sick." He hadn't grieved because he had been sick, but because they had heard he had been sick. The pains of his illness were nothing comparable to the grief he had, because they grieved. In other words this wonderful man of God did not want any of his sorrows, to be a burden and a sorrow unto others. 

(3) Paul writes that he was sick, "Nigh unto death." Then, with what joy did Paul add, "But God had mercy on him." Here is a little touch of the power of God. That God can heal, and that He did heal. Not only this, but also we have in this verse Paul's deep love for Epaphroditus. He said concerning the sickness of his friend, that God had mercy on him, "Lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow." 

(4) Paul gives a few final suggestions. He says to the saints, "Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness." He also says, "Hold such in reputation." We are told in the Book, to give honor to whom honor is due. 

As we close let us give you this man's ministry in a nutshell. It is all wrapped up in Phlippians 2:30 . "Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not regarding his life, to supply your lack of service toward me." 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 4-14
Seven Pairs of Things 
A Message of Contrasts 

Phlippians 3:4-14 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
There is much said in the Bible by way of contrast. Heaven is contrasted with hell; life is contrasted with death; right is contrasted with wrong; light with darkness, truth with error. 

Our Scripture circumscribes certain Bible contrasts with a word common to us all the word, "Things." 
There are the things before, contrasted with the things behind; there are the things which are spiritual, contrasted with the things which are carnal. There are things visible, contrasted with things invisible. The things which are old are set over against the things which are new; the things of the flesh, against the things of the Spirit; the things of a man, against the things of God. Finally, we have the things which can be shaken, placed over against the things which cannot be shaken. 

As the message progresses we will discern how wide a gulf lies between the highest ideals which govern the word, and work, and walk of man, and those which govern the Most High. 

It is eminently true that when one becomes a new creature in Christ Jesus, old things pass away and all things become new. The regenerate life moves in a sphere which is unknown to the man of the world. The things he once loved, he hates; and the things once hated, are loved. 

As high as the heavens are above the earth so high are the conceptions of the new life above the old. Once we loved earthly things, now we love the Heavenly; once we lived for self, now we live for God; once we were citizens in an earthly realm, with our treasures laid up down here; now we are citizens of a Heavenly sphere, and we are laying up our treasures far above terrestrial spheres. 

When Jesus Christ was walking among men, He said, "No man hath ascended up to Heaven, but He that came down from Heaven, even the Son of man which is in Heaven." Thus while Christ was down here, He was up there. Everything in the life of the Lord Jesus Christ was a contrast to the lives of those with whom He mingled. 

Men sought the applause of men; He received not the honor which is from beneath. Men sought their own things, He sought the things of others, and of God. Men doted upon riches, and honor, and human scholarship: He had no where to lay His head; He was despised and rejected of men; He was without "letters," having never learned. 

There ought to be always these same contrasts between the saved and the unsaved. We are in the world, but we are not of it. The whole life of the believer in its aims, its conceptions, its loves, should stand forth in bold relief against the aims, the conceptions and the loves of the unbeliever. When both love the same things, live the same way, do the same deeds, hold to the same ideals, walk the same paths, something is radically wrong. 

We are called to be a peculiar people; a people who are in the world, but not of it; a people who mind not earthly things. 

I. THE OLD THINGS AND THE NEW (2 Corinthians 5:17 ) 
When the sinner comes to the Saviour there is a definite work of grace done in his heart. He is born from above; he is created of God after the image of Him who created him; he is made a partaker of the Divine nature; he puts on a new man, which, after God, is created in righteousness and true holiness. 

How great is the change! It is as one taking leave of home and country to dwell in a new land and a new sphere. 

The old life is left behind; it is reckoned dead; it is made powerless; it is left in the tomb. The new life is regnant; it is a blessed, pulsing, throbbing, energizing reality. 

1. What are the old things which pass away? In Ephesians we read of what we were before grace met us. We were dead thank God, that is one "old thing" that has passed away! We shall never know eternal death, for we have passed out of death into life. 

We walked in time past according to the course of the world that has passed away for, if any man love the world the love of the Father is not in him. 

We walked according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who still energizes the sons of disobedience; we rejoice that Satan's power has passed away and that God has led us in the train of His triumph. In fact, we are seated with Him far above all principalities and powers. 

We once had our conversation in the lusts of the flesh praise God, that has passed away! Our conversation now is of Him and His grace and glory. 

We once fulfilled the desire of the flesh and of the mind. That, too, has passed now we walk in the Spirit, and mind the things of the Spirit. 

We were children of wrath, now we are sons of delight and of blessing. 

We were afar off, now we are made nigh by the Blood of Christ; we were aliens, now we are fellow-citizens with the saints and members of the household of God; we were strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world; now we are children; now we dwell under the new covenant; now we are living, looking for that Blessed Hope, and we are sons of God. 

2. What are some of the "all things" which have become new? We have a new and abiding fellowship with the Father and with His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. We have a new Paraclete, the blessed Holy Spirit to walk at our side, to comfort and guide, to teach and endue us. We have a new walk, in a new way, with a new group of comrades. 

"Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night, 

Jesus, I come! Jesus, I come! 

Into Thy freedom, gladness, and light, 

Jesus, I come to Thee! 

Out of my sickness into Thy health, 

Out of my want and into Thy wealth, 

Out of my sin and into Thyself, 

Jesus, I come to Thee!" 

II. THE THINGS BEHIND AND THE THINGS BEFORE (Phlippians 3:13 ) 
Paul had many things before him when he was known as Saul of Tarsus, the persecutor of the Christians. He had human praise and plaudits before him. He had in view, a seat in the Sanhedrin, with recognition as a leader and a scholar. He had world honor and preferment, with power and prestige as the goal of his ambitions. 

When Paul met Christ on the Damascus road, all of these things, which had been the goal of life, the things before, were reckoned as refuse, fit only for the garbage pile, and they became the things behind. 

In lieu of the cast-off things "before," Paul placed other things in their stead. The things he now sought were abiding things, spiritual things, Heavenly things. He now wanted to know Christ and the power of His resurrection. He now wanted fellowship with Christ in His sufferings, and desired to be conformed unto His death. 

Paul had one great supreme ambition and that was to win Christ, and to stand approved before Him at the end of his earthly journey. The things which once were so cherished and so dear, now were not only placed behind him, but they were forgotten. 

Paul was in no sense as "Lot's wife." turning and looking back at what he had lost; he was in no sense as Israel, longing to return to Egypt and her fleshpots seasoned with garlic and onions. 

Paul forgot the things that once were counted gain as he moved toward the things which were before. In fact, Paul pressed, stretched his neck, put all the vigor of his whole being into his reaching for the things before. 

God make us likeminded! 

Moses left Egypt with its riches and pleasures, as he saw the things before, and pressed toward them. David always lived with the Lord before his face. Let us walk, making the coming things the big things, the enduring and eternal things. 

"Lord lift me up, and let me stand, 

By faith on heaven's border land, 

A higher plane than I have found, 

Lord, plant my feet on higher ground." 

III. THE THINGS OF THE FLESH, AND THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT (Romans 8:5 ) 
1. The things of the flesh. Here is a contrast that it is well worth our while to consider. The flesh stands for the self-life; the old man, the man of Adam's line; the carnal, fleshly man. Paul wrote: "I know that in me, (that is, in my flesh.) dwelleth no good thing." The flesh then, stands for that part of the man which is called "me." The flesh then, is "meism"; it is the "ego," the "I." 

The flesh has no good thing in it. "Self," the natural man, is that part of which David wrote, "In sin did my mother conceive me." The works of the flesh are manifest. They include such things as, "uncleanness, lasciviousness, * * hatred, * * wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like," 

The thing's of the flesh are those things which belong to the flesh, emanate from the flesh, adorn the flesh. 

The flesh cannot give life, because it is altogether corrupted; it is not subject to the Law of God, "neither indeed can be." Those who live after the flesh cannot please God. 

2. The things of the Spirit. We, who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affection and lusts thereof. We, who are after the Spirit, do mind the things of the Spirit. We, who are after the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body. God has said, "Walk in the Spirit and ye shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh." 

Here is a vital matter. Let each one examine himself to discover the real motive power of his life. If we are the children of God, the Spirit dwells within us; the Spirit leads us, teaches us, strengthens us, and through Him we cry, "Abba, Father." 

"If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His." 

"And His that gentle voice we hear, 

Soft as the breath of even, 

That checks each fault, that calms each fear, 

And speaks of Heaven. 

And every virtue we possess, 

And every victory won, 

And every thought of holiness, 

Are His alone. 

Spirit of purity and grace, 

Our weakness pitying see; 

Oh, make our hearts Thy dwelling-place, 

And worthier of Thee." 

IV. THE THINGS OF A MAN, AND THE THINGS OF GOD (1 Corinthians 2:11 ) 
1. The things of a man. These are the things which a man is, in himself. They include everything contained in the genius and wisdom of man. Under this heading comes the wisdom of this world, but this is foolishness with God. Again we place here the things that are mighty in the world; yet we read that, "the weakness of God is stronger than men." And "God hath chosen the foolish thing's of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; and the base things of the world, and the things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought the things that are." 

The things of man are those things on which men rely; the things upon which men build their boasted, trusted things. 

2. The things of God These are the things which no man knoweth. They lie in a realm above the human and the natural. 

For instance, a man may know the things of a man; but no man can, in the flesh, know the things of God. This is needed truth. Too many men have, by searching, tried to find out God. Too many men have thought by wisdom, to know God; whereas, "the world by wisdom, knew not God," It was the wisdom of this world, with all of its boasted scholarship, and glory, that crucified the Lord of Glory. 

The things of God cannot be known save by the Spirit of God. The man of mind, the natural man cannot understand God, for "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him." However, God hath revealed these things unto us by His Spirit, for the Spirit knoweth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 

Those who know God, know Him not by the spirit of the world, for, "we have received, * * the Spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God." 

Let the students remember that they cannot be taught God's things by men, be they ever so wise, who are not themselves, taught of the Spirit of God, for "the natural man (the carnal man) receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." 

"Come, Holy Ghost, for, moved by Thee, 

The prophets wrote and spoke; 

Unlock the truth, Thyself the Key, 

Unseal the Sacred Book," 

V. THE THINGS ABOVE AND THE THINGS ON THE EARTH (Colossians 3:2 ) 
1. The things on the earth. Man is an uplooker. God put his head on the top of him, and not on the bottom of him. To Cain, God said, "Why is thy countenance fallen?" 

The men of the world are world-centered. Their whole being revolves around the earthly and the temporal. Their treasures are down here; their loves are here, their hearts are here. 

The rich fool was a typical man of the world. He said, "I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry." 

The man under the sun in Ecclesiastes is another typical man of the world. This man tried out many things; sought to know everything that was good for a man under the sun; all the days of his vain life, which he spent as a shadow. The book carries but one wail, the result of setting the affections on the things on the earth. 

2. The things above the earth. The "heavenlies" is the only proper sphere for the believer's abode. Our conversation is in Heaven. Our citizenship is there; our treasures are there; our loves are there; our hopes center there. 

God hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in the Heavenly places. We are quickened with Christ; raised with Him, and made to sit with Him, far above all things. 

No marvel that our text calls upon us to set our affection on the things above and not on the things which are on the earth. The things down here are vanishing things, fading things; the things above are the things that shall outlast the sun and abide for evermore. 

"The home beyond the shadows, 

Where all is calm and still; 

Where holy joy and gladness 

The troubled heart shall fill: 

I'm longing for the Home land, 

With golden gates so fair, 

That ever stand wide open 

To welcome pilgrims there." 

VI. THE THINGS SHAKEN, AND THE THINGS THAT CANNOT BE SHAKEN (Hebrews 12:27 ) 
We wish to urge more fully, the fact that there are things which can be shaken. The Prophet said, "I saw a great white throne, * * from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them." 

Not alone will the earth pass away with a great noise, but everything connected with it must pass. "The world passeth away, and the lust thereof." Every thing mundane is destined to decay and destruction. The world of Noah's day was destroyed with a flood; and "the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men." 

How foolish men are to build on a foundation that must fall; to lay up their treasures where rust will decay; to place their treasures where treasures will fail. 

The things that cannot be shaken are those which God builds. Mark the words: "Wherefore we, receiving a Kingdom which cannot be moved." Daniel saw in Nebuchadnezzar's dream the complete overthrow and disintegration of the kingdoms of men. He saw also the stone which smote those kingdoms becoming a great mountain and filling the whole earth. Then Daniel spoke these words, "In the days of these kings shall the God of Heaven set up a Kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: * * it shall stand for ever." 

Thank God, that there is something sure and steadfast, that entereth into that within the veil. Let us not refuse this message from God. Let us begin today to live for the unshaken and unshakable things. 

God's things unshaken last, 

And evermore stand fast; 

Though winds of hell have blown, 

God is not overthrown, 

He's faithful to His own, 

Praise God His things stand fast. 

VII. THE FORMER THINGS AND ALL THINGS NEW (Revelation 21:4-5 ) 
1. The former things that shall pass away. For the first time in the Bible we face the passing of certain former things to which all men, saints and sinners were subjected. What are those things? Here they are, "tears," "sorrow," "pain," "crying," "death." 

The Cross of Christ holds in it all the blessed fruition of deliverance for each trusting soul, from all of these things. However, we see not yet deliverance. Some times good men, untaught in the truth on this matter, prophesy that saints should never be sick, and never have pain, and never cry; and some even go so far as to say that they should never die. God does not say so. 

These are "former things" which relate to a greater or less extent to all earth-dwellers. This in no wise means that Christ cannot nor that He does not heal. Neither does it mean that He is not a God of consolation and of comfort. It does mean, that the bitter cup must be tasted until the New Jerusalem is set up and all things are made new. 

Saints die; good saints die; all saints die; and their death is prefaced by sorrow and sighing and pain. These things do not pass away when we are born again. They pass away when the present order passes. They pass only when Satan and all sin is for ever put away. 

2. The all things new. How wonderful they will be! The new city; the new environment; the walls of precious stones; the gates of pearl; the river, and the trees, and the fruit! Think of the vastness of the New Jerusalem. Consider that the city hath no need of the sun nor of the moon nor of the stars to give it light, for the Lord God giveth it light and the Lamb is the light thereof. 

All things new! All things having the glory of God! Think of the nations that walk in the light of the city. Behold; the leaves of the tree which are for the "health" of the nations. 

All things new. No unclean thing shall enter therein; nothing that maketh abomination nor a lie. Bless God for all things new! 

"I have read of a beautiful City, 

Far away in the Kingdom of God; 

I have read how its walls are of jasper, 

How its streets are all golden and broad. 

In the midst of the street is life's river, 

Clear as crystal, and pure to behold; 

But not half of that City's bright glory 

To mortals has ever been told. 

Not half has ever been told, 

Not half has ever been told; 

Not half of that City's bright glory 

To mortals has ever been told." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
We give for illustration, a poem which strikingly describes two attitudes toward Christ and grace. 

I wake in the morning with thoughts of His love 

Who is living for me in the Glory above. 

Every minute expecting He'll call me away, 

And that keeps me bright all the rest of the day; 

But the moments speed forward and on comes the noon, 

Yet still I am singing, "He'll come very soon": 

And thus I am watching from morning to night, 

And pluming my wings to be ready for flight! 

There's a Man in the Glory I know very well, 

I have known Him for years, and His goodness can tell; 

One day in His mercy He knocked at my door, 

And, seeking admission, knocked many times o'er; 

But when I went to Him, and stood face to face, 

And listened awhile to His story of grace, 

How He suffered for sinners, and put away sin, 

I heartily, thankfully welcomed Him in. 

We have lived on together a number of years, 

And that's why I have neither doubtings nor fears, 

For my sins are all hid in the depths of the sea, 

They were carried down there by the Man on the tree. 
I am often surprised why the lip should be curled, 

When I speak of my Lord to the man of the world, 
And notice with sorrow his look of disdain, 

When I tell him that Jesus is coming again. 

He seems so content with his houses and gold, 

While despising the Ark like the people of old; 

And yet, at His Coming, I'm sure he would flee 

Like the man in the garden, who ate of the tree. 

I cannot but think it is foolish of souls 

To put all their money in "bags which have holes," 

To find, in the day that is corning apace, 

How lightly they valued the "riches of grace." 

As fond as I am of His work in the field, 

I would leave go the plow, I would lay down the shield; 

The weapons of service I would put on the shelf, 

And the sword in its scabbard, to be with Himself. 

But I'll work on with pleasure while keeping ray eyes 

On the end of the field where standeth the prize. 

I would work for His glory, that when we shall meet, 

I may have a large sheaf to lay down at His feet, 

That He, too, with pleasure, His fruit may review. 

Is the Man in Glory a stranger to you? 
A stranger to Jesus? What? do you not know 

He is washing poor sinners much whiter than snow? 

Have you lived in a land where the Bible's unknown, 

That you don't know the Man who is now on the throne? 

Ah! did you but know half His beauty and power, 

You would not be a stranger another half-hour; 

I have known Him so long that I'm able to say, 

The very worst sinner He'll not turn away: 

The question of sin, I adoringly see, 

The Man in the Glory has settled for me! 

And as to my footsteps, whatever the scene, 

The Man in the Glory is keeping me clean; 

And therefore I'm singing, from morning to night, 

The Man in the Glory is all my delight. G. G. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-8
Tender Words from a Prison Cell 
Phlippians 4:1-8 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
There is, perhaps, no Epistle that so beautifully displays the inner life-throbs of Paul, as does the Epistle to the Philippians. 

In this Epistle, Paul's life, like a rose in full bloom, is sending forth its fragrance. 

We must think of Paul mid the discomforts and the curtailments of the Roman prison. It is from there that he writes. However, he never complains. He did miss the fellowship of those whom he had loved, and with whom he had labored. Yet, he was willing, in every way, to suffer his bonds if it would add power and blessing to the testimony of the Gospel for which he labored. 

As our eyes run through the Epistle we see that Paul had a great yearning to be once more on the road preaching Christ, and he particularly longed to visit Philippi. 

In his Letter he did not dwell upon the bitter experiences he had known in the Philippian jail. The one burden of his message seemed to be a call to the saints to joy and rejoice. So far as he was concerned he was full of joy. 

In the fourth chapter Paul is coming to several climactic statements. These statements have to do, First, in his concern for others; and, Secondly, in his thought of himself. We wish to note some things in which he breathed out his personal desires and yearnings in his own behalf. 

1. Paul rejoiced at their care of him (Phlippians 4:10 ). 

There had been a long time since they had been able to help supply his needs, but now, at last, their care of him had flourished again. How deeply Paul appreciated this "grace" we know. It is in Phlippians 4:18 , that he said, "I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God." 

The Apostle did not write to them, because he desired a gift, but he did write because he felt they had done well in communicating unto him in his affliction. 

Let us learn this lesson. He who ministers to us in spiritual things, should be made a partaker of our temporal things. 

The Apostle, moreover, impressed upon the Philippians that their gifts to him, were well-pleasing to God. The Lord once said, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, My brethren, ye have done it unto Me." 

The Apostle Paul added a third thing: He promised that God would reward them for their kindness, and service in his behalf. He said, "My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory, by Christ Jesus." 

2. Paul knew both how to abound and to be abased (Phlippians 1:12 ). 

The gifts from the saints at Philippi were a matter of great joy, but Paul's spirit was happy, whether in want or in plenty. He said, "I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content." Thus, whether he was full, or whether he was hungry; whether he abounded, or whether he suffered need; in either event, he was satisfied. Herein is a great lesson. 

Too many of us have joy only when the weather is fair, and the winds are balmy. A little rain, or, a few hours of darkness, steal away our song. This is not as it should be. Habakkuk wrote, "Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flocks shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation." 

Our Lord sang, as the nightingale sings, in the darkest hour of His night; even at His breaking of bread, and pouring forth of the cup. Even so, let us sing all the time. 

"I feel like singing all the time, 

My tears are wiped away, 

For Jesus is a Friend of mine, 

I'll praise Him every day. 

While I'm singing, singing, all the time." 

I. PAUL AND HIS BRETHREN (Phlippians 4:1 ) 
There are five things which Paul called the saints of Philippi, in this one short verse. 

1. He called them, "My brethren." There was no superior bearing in Paul's life. He felt that One was the master of saints, and that all they were brethren. Paul seemed to get right down among the believers. He lived as they lived; sharing with them, in all things. 

We had a letter from our son, while he was in Japan. He said, "A Japanese Christian is entertaining me in his home in the suburbs of Yokohama." Then, he added, "I am living as they live; eating the same food, sitting on the same mats, and sleeping as they sleep." 

The preacher or the Christian who assumes superior airs, and walks on stilts is unlike his Lord; and, unlike his Lord's servant, Paul. 

2. He called them, "Dearly Beloved." One reason the Apostle could speak to the saints, reproving them for their sin, and urging them on in their work for Christ, was because he loved them so. No man can effectively preach to anyone, unless he loves them, and loves them dearly. Mark this, also, the Christian life is not foreign to those tender manifestations of love. We believe, that the Spirit-filled believer becomes more and more filled with love, and with all of the compassions which are found in Christ Jesus. 

3. He called them his "longed for." The Apostle Paul yearned after the saints. He was homesick for them. He desired to see them again. We remember receiving a letter from South America, from a man with whom we had labored years ago. He said: "I have 'saudades' for you." This word "saudades" carries with it the tenderest of solicitations, and the deepest of yearning. We know of no word in the English that approaches it. Paul evidently had "saudades" for the saints. 

4. He called them, "My joy." It was to the Thessalonians that Paul wrote that they were his joy, and crown of rejoicing at the presence of the Lord. The supreme joy of Christ, will be His saints who have been redeemed by His Blood. When He sees them the travail of His soul, He will be satisfied. 

5. He called them, his "crown." What is the supreme reward of saints? Will it not be those whom they have won for Christ? What more fitting crown could there be than this crown? 

"Oh it would every toil repay, 

If just one soul would gladly say, 

To Jesus, up in Heaven some day, 

Dear Lord, he taught my lips to pray." 

II. PAUL'S THREEFOLD ADMONITION IN THE LORD (Phlippians 4:2-4 ) 
1. Paul said, "Stand fast in the Lord." This is the closing statement of Phlippians 4:1 . 

The Apostle yearned that the saints should be steadfast in the work of the Lord; steadfast against the wiles of the devil. He knew, however, the hopelessness of any fidelity outside of "in the Lord." "He that thinketh he standeth, let him take heed lest he fall." 

When Peter said, "Although all shall be offended, yet will not I"; he was boasting in the flesh. He stood fast, only a moment and then he fell. He followed afar, and finally he said, "I know not the Man." 

2. Paul said, "Rejoice in the Lord." He knew very well that we could not always rejoice in our environments, in our persecutions, and the like. He knew, however, that in spite of such things we could rejoice in the Lord. 
The Lord Jesus, before He went away, said, "That My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full." The only joy that abides, is His joy. If we are to "always rejoice," we must rejoice in the Lord, because the fruit of the Spirit is joy. 

3. Paul said, "Be of the same mind in the Lord." There was a divergence of opinion between Euodias and Syntyche. They were good women, beyond doubt; and, their names were in the Book of Life. However, they did not love one another as they should. They failed in teamwork. 

The Apostle realized how useless it was to lecture them on "The duty of unity," or, to remonstrate with them, against their spirit of schism and division. He merely told them to be of the same mind in the Lord. 

The spokes of the wheel become closer to each other as they approach the hub. So, do we find ourselves of one heart, and of one mind, as we come into fellowship with the Lord Jesus. 

We remember a Southern pastor-evangelist who received a letter from his home church stating that it was rent asunder with division. We asked him, "What are you going to do?" He replied, "I am going home and start a revival in my own church." He knew that spiritual life, and a closer walk with God, would unite his flock. 

"Blest be the tie that binds, 

Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 

Is like to that above." 

III. PAUL'S THREEFOLD CALL (Phlippians 4:5-6 ) 
1. "Let your moderation be known unto all men." The word "moderation" is translated in one version, "gentleness." In another translation, it is spoken of as "sweetness." The word stands for all of those marks of consideration, and of loving thought, which saints should manifest one toward another. The most beautiful sight, and, withal, the greatest testimony among believers, is the spirit of unity and of brotherly love which pervades the Spirit-filled life. 

The Holy Spirit, through Paul, is calling upon the saints to manifest this "moderation" before all men. We need to let our lives and our lips express , the Holy Gospel we possess. We need to give a daily demonstration, by word and deed, of those tender marks of the Christian life, which will give glory to God in the sight of the people. 

Wherever there is strife there is every evil work. 

2. "Be careful for nothing." The word "careful" carries with it the thought of worry and of fret. The Lord is saying to us, "In nothing be anxious." The Children of Israel, wandering in the wilderness, were given to complainings and to murmurings. It was for this cause that they could not enter into their Canaan. 

Wherever there is anxiety, and carefulness, there is a lack of perfect trust. We worry because our faith is weak; and because we are afraid to leave it all with God. 

3. "In everything by prayer." Here is the secret of victory. It is prayer and supplication that solves our problems. Instead of fretting over "what we shall eat, or drink"; and, over, "wherewithal shall we be clothed"; we need to pray, and make our requests known unto God. 

The Lord knows our needs and He also knows the difficulties of our task. What time we trust, we will not be afraid. What time we pray with thanksgiving", we will not be filled with care. 

Paul wrote to the Philippians giving this admonition. It was right that he should do so, for, in Philippi he had practiced what he was now preaching. He had suffered persecution in the jail at Philippi; and as he suffered, he prayed and made supplications, with thanksgiving unto God. We even read that Saul and Silas praised while they prayed, and sang hymns. Let us do likewise. 

"Just where you are in the conflict, 

There is your place. 

Just where you think you are useless 

Hide not your face. 

God placed you there for a purpose, 

Whate'er it be, 

Think, He has chosen you for it, 

Pray loyally." 

IV. THE GREAT INSPIRATION (Phlippians 4:5 , l.c.) 
The words before us are brief, but full of meaning. Our expression reads, "The Lord is at hand." This was the basis for all the things which the Holy Spirit is now saying through Paul. Let us see if we can understand the meaning of these striking words. 

1. The words suggest an ever-present Christ. The Holy Spirit seems to be saying, "Stand fast in the Lord"; "Be of the same mind in the Lord"; "Rejoice in the Lord"; "Let your moderation be known"; "Be careful for nothing"; because "the Lord is at hand"; that is, "He is near"; "He is watching over you"; "He is observing where you are, and what you are doing." The same thought is contained in this statement of Scripture, "Thou God seest me." 

The Lord is at hand, not in a critical sense, but in a compassionate sense. He is watching over us, to aid us. He seems to be saying, "I will hold thee by the right hand"; "Fear not, I will help thee." 

2. The words suggest an imminent coming of Christ. The Apostle seems again to be saying, "The Lord is at hand," that is, the Lord's Coming is at hand. The early Church lived, looking for that Blessed Hope and the glorious appearing of our great God, and Saviour Jesus Christ. When Christ went away, with upturned faces, they watched Him disappear. The two shining ones who came down, did not admonish them against "looking"; they merely warned them against gazing sadly, because their Lord was leaving them. Mark the words: "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into Heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into Heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into Heaven." 

From that hour the saints looked for Christ's Return. They went away from the Mount of Olives, to preach and to pray, to suffer and to sing, under the inspiration of Christ's Second Coming. 

What is it lightens all our way? 

The harbinger of coming day. 

It is the Blessed Hope. 

Then go, send forth the blest refrain 

That Christ is coming back again, 

Proclaim the Blessed Hope! 

Let all who mourn, let all who fear 

Lift up their heads, the Coming's near: 

Oh, blessed is the Hope. 

V. GOD'S GARRISONING OF THE HEART AND THE MIND (Phlippians 4:7 ) 
1. We have the promise of peace. This peace is not a peace from God merely; it is the "peace of God." Christ said, "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you." 

Oh, what peace now abides in my soul, 

Oh, what rest doth my spirit control! 

The "peace of God," is, however, a conditioned peace. It is given to those who follow the injunctions set forth by the preceding verses. When we "stand fast in the Lord"; and, are of "the same mind in the Lord"; and, "Rejoice in the Lord": when we are without carefulness, and with prayer and supplications, we make our requests known unto God, then the peace of God will be ours. 

2. We have the promise of peace as a garrison of our hearts and minds. Where is there an army equal to this God-given guard? Nothing that would disturb, or break the quiet of our spirits, can enter the cloisters of the heart and mind which is garrisoned by peace. 

Oh, what peace is mine, in the world below, 

Oh, what rest of soul. Divine; 

For the Lord is near, wheresoe'er I go, 

And His joy doth ever shine. 

If there is one, today, whose life is filled with sorrow and with sighing; if there is one who dwells in darkened pathways, lone and drear; let me urge him to 

Cease thy fear, thy pathway drear; 

Christ is standing at thy door to give thee cheer; 

He will garrison thy life, 

Take away thy tears and strife; 

And His peace will keep thy heart, for He is near. 

VI. FINALLY, BRETHREN (Phlippians 4:8 ) 
We close the sermon for today with one of those great expressions, which occur seven times in Paul's Epistles. Here it is "Finally, brethren." 
The "finally," for us, is perhaps the best of the seven. It runs, "Finally, brethren, * * think on these things." What are the things that should hold our thoughts? 

1. We should think on the things that are true. Why be for ever living in the maze of the false? Why wander in the regions of uncertainties? Why delve into the density of doubts set forth by unprincipled and disordered minds? 

Jesus said, "I am the Truth"; why not think on Him? God's Word is forever settled in Heaven; His Word is Truth; why not walk in the Truth? 

2. We should think on the things which are honest. Let us beware that we spend not our time weighing the things dishonest, and dishonorable. If we continually wade in the murk and mire of the mud-puddle, we cannot but carry away suggestions and marks of its filth. 

"Don't look for the faults, as you go through life; 

And, even when you find them 

It is better by far to look at a star, 

Than the spots in the sun, abiding." 

3. We should think on the things which are pure and lovely. We become like those with whom we associate. If we allow our minds to be thinking on the unclean, and the unholy, we will soon become impure. As are the thoughts of the man, so is the man himself. Cultivate meditations on the high and holy; think on God, and life, and light, and love. 

4. We should think on the things which are of good report. Do not be talehearers, nor talebearers. Some people are given to magnifying the sins of their compatriots and of minimizing their good qualities. 

Why pursue so fatal a course? He who is given to maligning, will find that he is flinging a boomerang. 

Think on the things of good report; the things which lift up; the things which bless. 

Our verse concludes "If there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things." 

"If there be some weaker one, 

Give me strength to help him on; 

If a blinder soul there be, 

Let me guide him nearer Thee. 

Clothe with life my weak intent, 

Let me be the thing God meant. 

Give me thoughts without alloy. 

Thoughts that lift and fill with joy, 

Until the thoughts both sweet and good, 

Are my natural habitude." 

Adapted. 

Verses 1-9
Prayer 
Phlippians 4:1-9 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The spirit of prayer must ever be the spirit of the believer. He who knows the place and power of prayer knows the victory of the Christian life. He who, in prayer, grasps the hand of God, is grasping the power that rules the world. There is a verse in which we are commanded thus: "Take hold of my power, saith the Lord." 

We take hold of God's power in the air to run our sailing boats; we take hold of God's power in steam to run our railroad trains; we take hold of His power in electricity to light our homes; we take hold of His power in the waterfall to run our mills. Why should we not take hold of His power in spiritual realms to accomplish the victorious Christian life? 

As we open the fourth chapter of Philippians we find the Apostle Paul admonishing the saints at Philippi to stand fast in the Lord. Afterward he tells them to rejoice in the Lord. Then he reminds them that the Lord is at hand. After these words he gives one of the strongest pleas to be found in the Bible for prayer. He says, "Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God." In these terse statements we find first, the prayer of supplication, and then the prayer of thanksgiving or praise. We should be ever careful in our lives to pray with thanksgiving, with the same earnestness that we pray in supplication. Prayer is not merely an avenue through which we can get things out of God, it is a means through which we can convey our praises unto God. It is all right to make our requests known unto God, but it is perhaps far better to make our praises known. 

1. In our Scripture prayer is given as the antidote to care. We are told to be careful, or anxious, for nothing, but in everything by prayer, etc. In other words, God seems to be saying, "Cast all your care upon Me, for I care for you." God is telling us not to be anxious under any condition, because God is able to meet whatever exigency may come into our life. 

Sometimes difficulties seem to pile up mountain-high, but prayer removes mountains. Sometimes our obstacles seem to be like a stone wall, blocking our progress. However, David said, "By my God have I leaped over a wall." 

2. In our Scripture prayer is given as applicable in everything. We read, "In every thing by prayer." This means, of course, the big things, also, the little things. Our God is a God who delights in dealing with the minutia of life. He has told us that the very hairs of our head are numbered. He has said that not a sparrow falls without the knowledge of our Heavenly Father. We need to bring our little things to God, because sometimes they hold a very important place in life. It is the little spark that gives the automobile its power. Some may have despised the day of small things, but he who knows God will want to guard through prayer the small things of life as well as the larger things. 

3. Our Scripture gives us the result of prayer. It reads, "And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ." Let us observe that Phlippians 4:6 opens with anxiety and care. Phlippians 4:7 opens with peace. We came to God with a burden; we left, and the burden was gone. When we know how to pray we know how to cast our burden upon the Lord. When we know how to pray we have discovered the pathway of peace. The peace which prayer gives is not shortlived and soon flown. It is the peace of God. 

Mark you, it is not a peace from God, nor is it a peace with God, but it is the peace of God. If you can imagine the poise of the Almighty, and the quiet confidence which marks Him in His stately steppings, you could imagine something of the result of prayer. When we pray the peace of God which comes to us is described as passing all understanding. We cannot explain why, yet we know 'tis true, that where the moment before, there was trouble and worry, there is now perfect peace. This peace of God will keep our hearts and minds. Our Scripture suggests that the believer's heart and mind will be garrisoned through prayer by the peace of God, in such a way that care and anxiety cannot enter. What wonderful soldiers God has given to guard, or garrison, those who are in Christ Jesus. 

I. WHERE SHALL WE PRAY? (1 Timothy 2:8 ) 
"I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting." It is wonderful to us to know that God has given us something that works everywhere, under every condition, in every locality. 

1. The geographical scope of prayer. We may pray anywhere because we may pray everywhere. Prayer is just as effective when it ascends from the lips of a regenerated heathen as it is when it ascends from the lips of those in the homeland. Prayer works wherever it is employed. 

2. The localized scope of prayer. Prayer may be localized to the closet, or the housetop, or the mountain crest. There are some people perhaps who think they can pray only in the house of God, but this is not true, for Christ said, "When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and * * shut thy door." We remember that Peter was praying on the housetop when Cornelius came to him. If we can pray anywhere we can pray working in the factory, walking on the busy street, or driving the automobile along the highway. 

The reason the Christ emphasizes the closet as a place of prayer, and the reason that He sought the mountain side for Himself for prayer, is because in the quiet of such places prayer can be more centered and undisturbed. However, there are times when it is necessary to pray wherever we are. Peter prayed effectively in a storm at sea, as he almost sank beneath the waves. He cried, "Lord, save me!" Paul prayed in a reeling and rocking ship, as he was swept on by a Mediterranean Euroclydon. Thus, we still teach that we may pray everywhere and anywhere. 

3. While prayer should be everywhere, yet there are conditions in our key verse, under which prayer should be offered. It says that men should pray everywhere, "lifting up holy hands without wrath or doubting." If we expect God to answer prayer we must be clean in our hands, that is, in our service. We must be without wrath, that is, we must have a righteous spirit. We also must be without doubting, that is, we must exercise faith. The power of prayer is lost when these do not exist. Men may pray everywhere, but they cannot pray acceptably anywhere if their hands are full of evil, and their minds full of doubt. 

II. WHEN SHALL WE PRAY? (1 Thessalonians 5:17 ) 
We have just heard that we may pray everywhere and anywhere. Now we leave geographical boundaries, and we begin to deal in the realm of time. Are there only special times of the day in. which we may pray? Are there only special crises in life in which we can turn our faces Godward? Let us see. 

1. We may pray in the morning. In Psalms 5:3 we read, "My voice shalt Thou hear in the morning, O Lord; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto Thee, and will look up." The beauty of morning devotions perhaps centers in the freshness of the mind at that hour. We are not coming to God weary and worn. Sleep has invigorated our being. 

Another beauty of morning prayer is the fact that then we face the needs of the day, of service. Opportunity is knocking at the door. Obligations are awaiting fulfillment; difficulties are apt to be met; plans are about to be carried out. In all of these things we need Divine help. There are certain flowers which lift their faces to the sun. That is what we should do; we should be sunflowers, or better still, morning-glories. As soon as we awake we should turn our faces to God for help during the day. 

2. We may pray thrice a day. David said, "Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud." It is wonderful to pray in the morning, but at noon there is time to relax; we halt in the day's travail to eat our noon meal in order to strengthen the body. Why not spend a few moments in strengthening the soul? 

3. We may pray at night. In Luke 6:12 we read how the Lord Jesus prayed the whole night through. Night stands for darkness, and certainly when the life is dark, and we cannot see, we need to pray. 

4. We may pray always. In Luke 18:1 we read that men ought always to pray and not to faint. When we cease praying, we faint. 

5. We may pray without ceasing. This was brought out in our text. The words do not mean that we should be always upon our knees, but that we should stand at all times in conscious contact with our Lord. 

III. WHY SHOULD WE PRAY? (Matthew 18:20 ) 
Our text suggests one of the marvelous privileges of prayer. It is the privilege of fellowship. When we pray Christ is in the midst. Somehow, or other, He draws near our souls to bless. He manifests Himself unto us. 

Some one said once that he saw no sense in praying to some one a million, billion miles off. However, when we pray, God is not in the Heavens; He is on the earth. He is not only on the earth, but He is in our room, in our closet, on our housetop, on our mountain side. He is just where we are, as we lift up our voices to Him. 

Ellen L. Goreh expresses it beautifully: "In the secret of His presence how my soul delights to hide." 

1. Prayer transforms us. If anyone should ask us why we should pray, we would not answer in order that we may get something. We would answer: in order that we may be something. 

It was while Jesus prayed that His countenance was altered, and He was transfigured. It is while we pray that we are changed into His image. We become more or less like those with whom we fellowship. We cannot go into a place of unholy amusement without being affected thereby. Neither can we go into the presence of our Lord without being affected thereby, and will bear the image of the Saviour in our face. 

2. Prayer reveals to us. In Genesis 18:17 we read about Abraham, the man who walked with God, and who was the friend of God. God said, "Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do?" Abraham drew near to God and prayed. It is in prayer that God will tell us what He wants us to be, where He wants us to go, and what He wants us to do. 

3. Prayer empowers us. In Acts 4:31 we read that when they had prayed, the place was shaken. If you will follow the story of the Apostles in this Book you will find that prayer held a very vital place in the lives of the early saints. Prayer was the connection link between those who gave witness for the Lord and the great dynamo of Heaven. Let no one imagine therefore that prayer is a useless waste of breath. 

IV. FOR WHAT SHOULD WE PRAY? (Matthew 9:37-38 ) 
In answer to this question we find ourselves in as large a realm as we faced when we spoke of where and when we should pray. We said we could pray everywhere and at any time. Now we say we can pray for any and everything which our life demands. 

1. We may pray for wisdom. In James we are told that if any man lack wisdom he is to ask of God. Wisdom is the power to do a thing right, to work with skill. Some people do plenty, but they make a mess of it. Wisdom is not so much the accumulation of knowledge, as it is the right use of knowledge. Wisdom is not knowing a thing, but doing a thing properly. It comes down from the Father of Lights. This being true, it is right for us to pray for wisdom. 

2. We may pray for health. John, the beloved disciple, prayed for his dear friend, Gaius, that he might prosper and be in health even as his soul prospered. The Bible plainly tells us that those who are sick should call for the elders of the Church to anoint them with oil in the Name of the Lord. The prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up. 

3. We should pray for the peace of Jerusalem. This is the admonition of the Holy Ghost as recorded in Psalms 122:6 . Jerusalem is primarily the city which we all know is the seat of the Jews' earthly estate. Jerusalem here, however, stands not only for the city, but also for the Jews who inhabit the city, and all Israel at large. This should be one objective in prayer. 

4. We should pray for reapers. Our key text gives Christ's command to pray to the Lord of the harvest that He will send forth laborers into the harvest. As we read this message, missionary opportunity lies wide open before us. There are hands outstretched pleading for help. We want to give, we want to go, and we want to let others go. There is something else included in our duty toward the dying heathen; we must pray in their behalf. 

V. WHO SHOULD PRAY? (Hebrews 11:6 ) 
When we consider prayer as the greatest privilege given to man, we wonder who it is that can enjoy this privilege. If prayer means power and plenty, and the presence of God manifested among us, we want to know who can pray. 

Our text tells us that he who cometh to God must believe that God is, and that He is the Rewarder of them who diligently seek Him. We do not hesitate to say that believers alone may pray. Others may carry out a form of prayer just like they have a form of godliness, but they know nothing of the benefactions of prayer. 

1. The righteous may pray. In Proverbs 15:29 we are told that, "The Lord is far from the wicked: but He heareth the prayer of the righteous." It is only the unsaved who are shut off from the privilege of prayer. If we expect our prayer to grip the throne of God we must be clean and separated and holy before God. "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." 

2. The lowly may pray. When we approach the throne of God we must come with bowed heads and bended knees. If we come to Him with a proud spirit God will not, and cannot hear us. It is the meek whom He hears. It is the lowly for whom the Lord has respect (Psalms 138:6 ). 

3. Sons may pray. It is because we are sons that God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba, Father." When we pray as sons we pray unto God as Father. It is this that brings unto us, through the Spirit, a ready and a free access unto God. No one may call God "Father" except he is son. No one is a son except he is born of the Father. Thus we see that the unsaved are necessarily excluded from the privileges of sonship prayers. Sons may pray in the full experience of liberty, and yet even sons should come without arrogancy. We need, as sons, to feel at home with the Father, but we should have nothing of arrogancy or undue familiarity in our approach. We need to say, "Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name." 

VI. HOW SHOULD WE PRAY? (Judges 1:20 ) 
We now come to a very interesting phase in our study. Our text tells us that we should pray in the Holy Ghost. It is true that we know not how to pray as we ought, but the Holy Spirit, Himself, makes groanings within us. He not only aids our prayers, but He indites our prayers. He joins with us in our prayers. What a wonderful help to prayer is the Holy Ghost! 

1. We should pray with assurance. The Word of God says in Hebrews: "Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith." He that doubteth is like a wave of the sea driven of the wind and tossed. Let not that man think that he shall receive anything from the Lord. If we come into the presence of the Lord we must come believing, or else we cast shame upon Him. "Whatsoever is not of faith is sin." God holds the measuring line in His hand ready to mark off the prayers or requests, therefore He says it will be unto us according to our faith. 

2. We should pray in Christ's Name. This we see in John 14:14 , and in John 16:24 . "If ye shall ask any thing in My Name, I will do it." And again, "Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My Name: ask, and ye shall receive." If we want to know how to pray we must know that there is nothing in ourselves that gives us the right of access unto the Father. We must approach by virtue of the Blood of Christ, not only so, but we must pray under the sanction of Jesus Christ, under His approval and endorsement. We must have His Name penned to our prayers. We must not merely plead His Name and His power, but He must be willing to vouchsafe to our prayers the stamp of His Name. It is not our writing out a check upon the bank of Heaven, and signing Christ's Name to it; it is that our checks must have His signature before they are valid in the courts of Glory. 

VII. TO WHOM SHALL WE PRAY? (Ephesians 3:14 ) 
There is a great deal of discussion these days as to whom we should address our prayers. There are many who say, "Dear Jesus," and they seem to center all their prayers to the Son. We would not say that it is wicked so to do. However, we should remember that God has given us in very definite language three outstanding statements as to whom to address. 

1. We should pray to the Father. Paul said, "For this cause I Bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." The prayer which our Lord gave His disciples began, "Our Father which art in Heaven." 

There is a danger in these days of our eliminating God, the Father, from our whole religious concept. This is what we might term a "Jesus age." Men seem to forget that the whole plan of redemption was the plan of the Father. They seem to be ignorant of the fact that it was God the Father who was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself. It was God who so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son. It was God who commended His love toward us in that Christ died for us. Worship should always recognize the Father. 

In the Book of the Revelation the four living ones and the four and twenty elders are described as giving honor unto the Father, but not to the Father apart from the Son, for in their second great worshipful outburst they cry, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain." 

2. We should pray through the Son. Our Lord said, "No man cometh unto the Father but by Me." There are certain organizations who purposefully leave out the Name of the Lord Jesus when they go through the form of prayer. When this is done all possibility of reaching the Father is lost. Every prayer we pray to God may not have appended to it "for Jesus' sake" or "in the Name of Jesus," but every prayer must, at least, have the unwritten or unstated acceptance of the fact that prayer is efficacious and possible only through the Son. God could reach man only by way of the Cross; man can reach God only by that same way. 

3. We should pray by the Spirit. In Ephesians 2:18 we read: "For through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father." The word, "Spirit" refers to Jew and Gentile. The statement that we have access by one Spirit, does not mean through one Spirit, in the same sense that we have access through or by virtue of the Calvary work of our Lord Jesus Christ. We might put it this way: We pray to the Father through the mediation of Jesus Christ, by the enabling of the Holy Ghost. Therefore when we pray, it is just as vital to recognize the unctionizing Spirit, and His part in our prayers, as it is to recognize the high priestly work of the Son, who by virtue of His Cross makes our prayers acceptable. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"PRAYER" 

"Prayer, delayed answer not denial. Amid the turmoil and excitement and hurry of this busy world we need to learn the lesson of patient waiting on God, who is never in haste. An incident recorded by Dr. Wayland Hoyt illustrates this thought. 'They have preserved in Bedford, England, the door of the jail which was locked upon John Bunyan. I looked at it long and earnestly. I thought of the many prayers which Bunyan must have pleaded behind it that that jail door might swing open for him. Yet for twelve years the bolts of that door stood undrawn. But the delay was how affluently fruitful. Dreams were going on behind that door, and the world needed them. When "The Pilgrim's Progress" of which Bunyan dreamed had taken shape and tangibility, Bunyan's Lord, who had never for an instant forgotten him while the slow years passed, swung that jail door wide. Let us give God time. Let us trust His wisdom. Sometimes quick answer would be worst answer. Let us learn Adam Slowman's so needed lesson for our impatient hearts, that "delays are not denials."' " 

